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a few thousand soldiers across the icy waters 
in the midst of a driving snowstorm. Most 
generals would not have taken such a risk. 
But the commitment of Washington and his 
men was absolute. They headed into battle 
with a bold password, ‘‘Victory or death.’’ 

In a matter of hours, victory was theirs. 
Morale immediately improved. And the 
American people began to believe that our 
Nation possessed the perseverance and cour-
age to protect our liberty. The turnaround 
that began that night would end with the 
United States’ triumph in the American Rev-
olution and the permanent establishment of 
a free nation. 

Two hundred and thirty-two years have 
passed since George Washington crossed the 
Delaware. But on this Christmas, his legacy 
lives on in the men and women of the United 
States military. Some of them are spending 
this holiday helping defend emerging democ-
racies like Iraq and Afghanistan. Others are 
spending it in lands where we defeated tyr-
anny long ago, such as Germany or Japan. 
And some of them are spending it stateside, 
recovering in places like Bethesda National 
Naval Medical Center or Walter Reed. 

Regardless of where they are, our men and 
women in uniform and the families who sup-
port them remind us of a clear lesson: De-
fending freedom is a full-time job. Our en-
emies do not take holidays. So the members 
of our Armed Forces stand ready to protect 
our freedom at any hour. For their service, 
they have the thanks of a grateful nation, this 
Christmas and always. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on 
December 23 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on December 
27. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 23. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of this address. 

Message on the Observance of 
Kwanzaa 2008 

December 24, 2008 

I send greetings to those observing 
Kwanzaa. 

Kwanzaa is the celebration of African cul-
ture, community, and family traditions. For 
more than 40 years, millions of people have 
come together to reaffirm Nguzo Saba, the 
Seven Principles of Kwanzaa. These prin-
ciples emphasize unity, self-determination, 
collective work and responsibility, coopera-
tive economics, purpose, creativity, and faith. 

As people across our country gather to 
commemorate this seven-day celebration, 
may we all be reminded that Kwanzaa is an 
opportunity to celebrate the many contribu-
tions of our African American citizens. 

Laura and I send our best wishes for a 
joyous Kwanzaa. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

December 20 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

December 22 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush vis-
ited Pathways to Housing DC. 

In the afternoon, the President visited 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center, where 
he met with wounded military personnel and 
their families and presented seven Purple 
Heart medals. 

December 23 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he participated in a bill signing ceremony for 
H.R. 7311, the William Wilberforce Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Reauthorization 
Act of 2008. 
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